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ELEMENTS IN A PROGRAM OF CONTINUING 
ACTION AGAINST NORTH VIST NAM 



Thera follows a check list of the matters on -which decisions must 
be taken and plans of action elaborated} the guiding principle is 

► 

• to assure that the continuing actions against North Viet Nam are of 
' such a nature and so presented (to governments and to the public) 

that they convey the desired messages to North Viet Nam, Peiping 

• . 

and Moscow, to the Government and people of South Viet Nam and the 

. 

Viet Cong, the American public, free world allies and neutrals© 

A . Militar y Actions Against DRV and Inf i ltration routes 
1, Nature of Reprisal Strikes. 

(a) Pattern of reprisals in response not to indi- 
vidual actions but to overall VC program of 

• terror including ambushes, assassinations, 
burnings, bombings, as well as significant 
Viet Cong regular military initiatives© 

(Questions re reprisals: what frequency? what 

« 

level of action and type of target? to what 
degree directly reflecting level of activity 
of Viet Cong, etc.?) 

(b) In addition, when opportunities are provided, 
strikes directly responsive to and contingent 
on Viet Cong actions in SVNj e.g. railway 


attacks, 
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(c) In each instance, there should be a mix of GVN 
and U.S. participation. 

2o Other possible military actions. 

(a) Barrel Roll moving up infiltration routes onto DRV 
terriroty (this will probably become part of 
reprisal pattern mentioned in l.(a)) 

(b) RECCE flights over DRV on Yankee Team pattern. 

(c) De Soto Patrols. (Should they be increasingly 

provocative?) 

0 

(d) MARQPS and 3 I 4 A. (Should these continue under present 

rules or be reshaped as’ part of reprisal program?) 

, ♦ 

) (e) New U.S. military deployments in West Pacific Theater. 


B. Diplomatic Actions ,, 

(See WPB Memorandum) 


Co Public Presentation 

1* Initial presentation of program of continuing action 
against North Viet Nam. 

(a) There should be no announcement of the initiation of 
the pro gran itself as a program 

(b) Public should become aware of program; 

(1) Through individual announcements of 

reprisals made in accordance with A*l.(a) above. 
Such announcements are required at the beginning of 
the program but not once it is launched. 
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(2) Through playback from Hanoi and other sources 
once pattern of reprisals is established, of 

7 

continuing US/C-VN military actions against DRV 
whicn we will not publicize although we would 
acknowledges 

2» Information output at outset of program designed to inform 

public of continuing infiltration and other evidence of 

Hanoi's support of Viet Cong military, terrorist 

and destructive activities, perhaps initially presented as 

White Paper. Once program launched new material should be 

put before public periodically and as significant events 
occur. 

t m 

3 « As far as possible substantial share of presentation to 
public should be borne by GVNo 

lw At intervals and when appropriate occasion offers leading 

o 

U.So officials will confirm that our actions against DRV 
are in effect reprisals, that we are not seeking to enlarge 
the war but must demonstrate to North Viet Nan that it 
cannot get away with its aggression against the South, that 
if this as brought to an end so will our action. On an 
appropriate occasion arch presentation might also be put 
forward in the broader context of our peaceful aims in 

Southeast Asia once Viet Nan problem solved; heavy emphasis 
on Lo}fer Mekong Project* 
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